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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 00584 270811Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /019W 

27095 1Z 063007/15 

R 261635Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 1477 

CONFIDENTIAL DAMASCUS 0584 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: BEXP, BENC.SY 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED FORD AGRICULTURAL TRACTOR PLANT 

REF: USDOC 734 

EMBOFF DISCUSSED FOR PROPOSED INVESTMENT PROJECT FOR 
AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS WITH MINISTER OF ECONOMY AND FOREIGN 
TRADE IMADI JAN. 25. ASKING SPECIFICALLY WHETHER THERE HAD 
BEEN ANY CHANGE IN SYRIAN THINKING SINCE FORD REPS’ LAST 
VISIT. IMADI STATED CATEGORICALLY THAT SYRIAN POSITION 
REMAINED AS IT HAD BEEN CONVEYED TO FORD; SARG CAN MAKE 
NO DECISIONS UNTIL FORD CLEARS ITSELF WITH THE CENTRAL 
BOYCOTT OFFICE. HE ADDED THAT BOTH EGYPT AND SYRIA FIND 
FORD'S OFFERS VERY ATTRACTIVE AND WOULD BE HAPPY TO ASSIST 
FORD IN DEALING WITH THE BOYCOTT OFFICE, BUT THE RESPONSI- 
BILITY RESTS ON FORD TO PRODUCE A FORMULA OR TAKE OTHER 
INITIATING ACTION TO SATISFY THE BOYCOTT. 

MURPHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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